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REPGRT (¥ TE) PRESIIENT
OF THY AMEITCAN UNIVERASITY AT CAINO
TO_THZ BOAID OF TAUSTEES
FOX THZ YHAR 1947-48

I. - THE EGYPTIAN BACRGROUND

All the problems of Bgypt that have recurred in sach of the President 's Re-
ports for the postwar years have boen epitomirzed in the 1947-48 scens. A year
ago it vas hoped that ETgzypt would begin to pass out of the chastic restlessness
inhsrited from the war into the more stadle conditione of poacs. That hope
proved falee; never have we had a more confused, tense and difficult scems than
that of 1947-48. '

The outbreak of gholers in the fall of 1947 struck the whole Middle
Yast with terror., Two years ago an epidemic of malaria caused more than 100,000
deaths among the peasants of the upper Nile Valley: an unchecksd cholera epi-
dezlc would result in a much grester loss of 1ife. Egypt's.last major oXpR-
dence with cholere was in 1802. Then American missionaries in Cairo sounted
200 funerals passing the migsion building in a gingle dny. However, in the
forty-five yemrs sinoe that date, public health has made great strides and Egypt
bas lesrned much about modern methods of epidemic control. Prompt and well-
Plannsd action by the Minimtry of Health, aided by gemerous supplies of serum
and DDT from abroad, quickly brought the epidemic under control. All public as-
semblies were banned and mwchools were not permitted to open until ths middle
of November. The exact number of deaths ig not kmown but probably it did not
exceed 50,000,

Scarcely had cholera been brought under control when Palestine caused
snother upheaval. The decision of the Security Council in November to partition
Palestine brought immediats and widespread viclent reactions throughout tha
entire Arab world. Vhen this wae¢ followed in March by the United States! go
facto recognition of the State of Israel, Arabs falt they had lost thsir last
bope of justico from tha Western world. .

Egypt immediately declared & "state of siege" and open warfare broke out
betneen the Beyptian troops and Israeli forcos. To date Egypt has spent nearly
thirty million poundg in its war effort and hap suffered capualties running into
the thousands. Unfortunately the Areb Tress has given & false picture of
‘Bgyptian successes.® It is now known that from the beginning Xgyptian troops
wore badly out-fought and the campalgn endsd Tecontly in virtual rout. 411 ths
amotional resentmant gonerated by this experience is now focused against the
United States for ths dmerioan aid glven to the leraecli forces. Xeypt hag do-
come so hysterically preoccupied with the Palestine struggle that okher matters
of f:reign relations and internal adminigtration have been yashed aside witil the

ths

Another significant feature of the year was the final snactment of
. t . 2 - y " . *

Ll OE fiL Private sdupoation w oy e Winl g xduce
Such legislation han been repeatedly attempted during the last dscads but each
time its passage was prevented by British pressure. Now indspendsnt Rgypt has
takon the first step in extending govermment comtrol to all private educational
entarprises in the country. VUhile ths gensral tenor of the law is reasonable,
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articles restricting co-aducation end the teaching of religion are causing mmich
concern to 21l migeionary institutions. There ia little likelihood that this leg-
iglation will be repealed but ite specific application to 1ndividual institutions
can be negotiated. Such negotiations have taken place already between the Uni-
vergity and the Ministry of Education, and the results are quite satiefactory.

To Americans resident in Egzypt the most marked featurs of the year was the
complete revergal of public attitude towerd the American Government and general
Amsrican influences. XLver since the firet world war, to be an American has been
sn ssget in the Arab world; now it is & distinct liebility. At the tims of the
cholers epidemic the prompt and generous help given by the United Statee impressed
Bzypt with America's sympathy toward the Arab world. Our Government's action in
forcing a pro-partition vote through the Security Council, and later in hurriedly
recognizing the State of Israel, has completely displaced this recent good will.
Bzyptians are puszzled, hurt and resentful at our pro-Zionist policy and can talk
of 1ittle else. Indeed the present war in Palestine appears to many Egyptians
to be essentially & war betwesn Zgypt and the United States since it 1la American
ooney and Amsrican support that has made the State of Israel possible. What-
ever the finsl eolution of the Palestine case may be, it is doubtful if the Arab
rorld for many years to coms will lose its suspicion of American motives end
policies.

II. - THE POSITION (F THE UNIVERSITY

Dogpite this unfavorable situation, the Univereity hes hed an extra-
ordinarily successful year., It is one of the few schools in Egypt that has actual-
1y completed 2 year of academic work - the Faculty of Medicime of the Egyptian
University completed only one-third of ite prescribed studies. Moreover the at-
titude of the students was highly satisfactory. Without in any way retreating
from their national pro-ireb feelings, they conducted themselves clrcumspectly
and aided the Adminietration in mainteining necessary order. Particularly heart-
ening wes the ineistence of the Arab-Palegtinian student group in paying for the
few pounds of damegs done to the Univereity by an Bgyptian street-boy mob in the
late autumn, This peyment was made voluntarily as evidence of thelr belief that
ths University is not only free from involvement in American politics but is
serving the Arab world through ite program of education.

Public reaction to the Univereity as an American enterprise wes varied.

~ lincoln School and the Faculty of Arts and Sciences had no adverse experiences

resulting from anti-American feeling. Indeed, whon the exodus from Pelestine
started in the middle of the winter, we were besieged with Palestimlan Arab
students who wanted to enrcll in our ingtitution. The only place where anti-
Amorican feeling showed itself effectively was in the Division of Bxtension.
Here the record of attendance for the first semester was low - due partly to
the cholera epidemic and partly to a definite boycott movement on ths part of

Egyptian organigations such as ¥l Azhar. It is encouraging to note that none
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of our extenslon lecturers withdrew from participation in the program because
of feelings againct America. One lecturer did male & vigorous attack on the
dmerican Goverumsnt from the platform of Ewart Hall but afterwards expressed
appreciation of our tolerance and the freedom we granted him to express his
views. His son, who wag a gitudent in Lincoln School, remainsd throughout the
year although had the fethar followed the loglc of his own speech he would
bave withdrawn the boy eftor the Partition vote. During the second semeater
the attendance in the Extension Program was almost normal, thus indicating
that there is no deep and baeic feeling against us as sn American institution.
Undoubtedly the attitude of the public was greatly helped by the two pro-
nouncements igseusd by the University Administration. The first of these was
in the form of e press interview by the Preegident shortly after the Partition
vote. In this it was stated that the Univerelty ie a purely private institu-
tion and holds no relations whatever to the United States Govermment; 1t is
therefore under no compuleion to support, defend or reject any particular
United States policy. This statement was welcomed by our friends and recelved
favorable comment in the Arabic press. In March, after the de facto recog-
nition of Ierael by the United States, the President, Dean Howard and M¥r. Van-
dersall, as private American citizens, sent a strongly worded protest to Mr.
Truman calling attention to the dangere end injuries inherent in the recog-
nition of Israel and gtating that as American citizens the signers repudisiaed
the action. This cable was dispatched on the same day that Mr. Tuck, the Amer-
ican Ambassador, anncunced his redignition. 4 close friend in the Egyptien Gov-
ermment stated that these two acts probably prevented what might have been a
very bad antl-American reaction in Egypt. The cable of proteat by the Univer-
sity etaff membors brought an immediate reaction from the Egyptian public.

The Prime Minister made an official call to the President's office, the King
sent & personal meesage of appreciation, telegrams were received from mubers
of alumni, end the Arabic press and radio carried the full text of the cable
for three daye. There is no question but that this action has gone far to re-
lieve the University from the involvement in policies of the United States Gov-
ernment and to convincs Egyptians that we are sympathstic toward their
legitimate aspirations.

Relations with the Government were cordial throughout the year. In the
autumn gome officials of the Ministry of Education sought to withdraw the Minie-
try from cooperation with the Divieion of Extension in its educational cinems -
this on the bagis of their feeling over American policy. This movement wae
stopped by the Minister of PFducation himself who ordered that cooperation
ghould contimue ag in past years. Ths passage of Law 38 (placing private edu-
cation under control of Government) brought the President into close contact
with the officials of the Ministry of Education, the Foreign Office and the
Prime Minister. Throughount the extended negotiations the Governmsnt. showed
itself appreciative of our work and anxious to make reasonabls isterpretations
of the law. During these negotiations the qusation was raised hy tae Univer-
sity as to whether it had a futurs in Zegypt which would justify ite contin-
nance and the investmsnt of a considerable sum in new buildings. Tho enswer
from the Government was emphatic; as long as our institution 1s sympethetic
tomard Egypt's national 11fe, is integrated into its cultural program, and
pursues educational methods and programs which have & unique stamp to them,
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f 1tc work will Dbe welcomed. Thie judgment wae reinforced in a conversation
8 ,ith the Prime Minister shortly beforo the Fresidont's departure for the

| United States. Nokrashi Pagha reviewed the objectives of Law 25 and gave &sgurance
| tuat such legislation was not aimsd at the Univerelty mor would it be inmterpreted

g0 85 graduelly to drive us out of Bgypt.

The enrollment of the year was umusually good. The Divigion of Extension
j again had total audiences of nearly 60,000, TLincoln School slightly exceeded 300,
| the Faculty of Arts and Sclences totaled 185, the Department of Education had 35
§ atudents, while the School of Oriental Studies ggve the largest mumber of leegone
§ in its history - approximately 11,500. Thus the problems and reactions of the -
year did not geriously affect the University clientele or itg gemeral circle of

| triends.

1II. - GENERAL (BSERVATIONS

-_ In reviewing the detailed record of the year there is almost ananimous
sgreepent in various departmental reports on the following pointe:

i 1. Paucity of Staff - The permanent ataff of the institution has steadily
f diminighed over the past fow years and 1947-48 saw it gustain three further

f 1osges. Dr. C. C. Adanms, Dean of the School of Oriental Studies, died suddenly

{n March; Dr, Lubbers and Dr. Emith recigned from the Faculty of Arts and Sclences
to teks up teaching positions in the United States. Thue the year closed with

{ only four permanent Americans on the staff - Badeau, Beck, Howard and Vandereall.
Dr. Cleland's position was filled by the appointment of John Ritk as Diractor of
the Divieion of Extension but, since Mr. Rizk was slready & member of the Univer-
eity staff, his appointment did not represent any strengthening of the permanent

§ Eroup.

; Three permansnt replacements are urgently needed; a Professor of Pnil-
! osophy, & Sociologist to assist John Rizk in the Divieion of Txtonsion, and an

| American associate for Dr, Boktor in the Department of Education. The appointment

} of these men ig not only imperative from the atendpoint of teaching rospongibilitises
E but also as contributing toward the paministration of the University. Tith the
present emall group of permenent men, adminigtrative duties have become VeIy hoavy

} and constantly compete with the more fundamental taske of teaching for which the

ptaff is primarily recruited.

: 411 depertmente urge that more permanent staff members be macured at

once if the University is even to maintain its preeent program. In addition to
the replacements noted above, it is most urgent that a permanent head of the
Journalism Depertment be found. This Department has functioned for ten years -
under the leadership of short-term teachers. It has gromn to the place where it
now accounts for epproximately one-third of the entire enrollment of the Faculty
of Arts and Sciences and reports the largest single block of Moslem Arabic-speakirg
gtudents. Its work is in great demand and its opportunities for training are al-
| moet unlimited. Yet the Faculty cannot contlimue to offer a couree in Jourpaliem
vithout the gervices of a permanent and adequately trained depertment head. Either
wuch a hand must be appointed or work in Journaligm must be discontimsd.
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2. The Largeness of Ovportunity is likewige noted by each department.
7hile the war has created much chaos dn Zgyptian 1ife it has also broken down many
intellectual and educational barriers. The public naturally turns to the American
University at Cairo for a certain typs of ploneering demonstration and to make
such demonstration is to contimue to improve the educational objectives .of the in-
stitution. The newly enacted Companies Law which forces forelgn concerns to employ
a largs percentage of Egyptians mekss imperative better business training than
kgpt nov offers. This year the Faculty of Arts and Sciences hap been constantly
wged by friends to furnish such training. =Again, Egypt haa suddenly become
Ubrary conscious and would welcome and support training in thie field if we could
offer it. The Division of Extengion through itg experience in the field of educa-
tional cinema is prepared to inaugurate en Ingtitute of Vigual ¥ducation for
vhich one of its staff has taochnical training. The School of Oriental Studies,
vith its new gtaff of tmwo research scholars and one administrator ie diversifying
its language program and is hoping to provide & "Service Station' in the Middle
Bagt for oriental departments in universities in America and Britain. Such ad-
vances are not luxuries; they ere the instruments by which the University con-
times to maintain its place in a rapidly developing Egypt. Omly by continuing
to pionser in developments such ss these can our institution maintain its remark-
tble leaderghip in the Middle East.

Theeo opportunities are made poesible because of the unususlly favorabls

| ublic atmosphare now prevailing in Egypt. As Aradb irritation with and sugpicion

of the official policies of the United States Government mounte, the contributions
of the Univereity become more significant. The Arab world is not anxious to turn
its back on the American way and the services Amsrica can offer; it wants to main-
tain some reaeonable connection with American 1ife. Ingtitutions like the Univer-
sity offer that connection and for the next few yearg it is expected that they
rill have an unusual opportunity to advance. Egpecially is the time ripe for the
dsvelopment of our building program. ZEgypt is prepared to accept such a program
Dow &g an evidence of our belief in the future of its 1ife and our desirs to con-
time to share 1n national development. Probably the next two years will be more

| valuable for our building project then any other period we may aee.

It is worth noting that imcome from the field - chiefly in tuition - is

steadily increasing. As reported two years ago, & much larger psrcentage of the
budget is now underwritten by money received in Egypt than formerly wes true.

This trend has contimued and the Trustees may be amsured that every effort is made
by administrators on the field to cover as large a part of University costs local-
1y as 15 poseible.
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¥. - CERISTIAN OBJECTIVES

With the enactment of Law 38 controlling private education, it 1s imperative
that the Christian objectives of the University be reviewed both in relation to the
underlying philosophy of the ingtitution and as expressed through its program of edu-
eation. For this the gtatement of purpose as suggested recently by Councll ie basic.
Our problem is to find in Arabic & phrase that will be honest and intlligldble to

Teyptian Moslems and yet w#ill embody the basic Christian eims of our institution,

The most immediate question regarding & teaching program in this field
arises from the provision of Iaw 38 forbidding instruction of any pupil "in & re-
ligion other than his own even with consent of the parent.” This orohibition has
been discussed et length with the Minister of Education. Ths Minieter's omm state-
gont wes "teach but mot preach” in the field of religion. Thig ig a eomevhat am-
blguous difference but the Ministry appeers to accept the present teaching program
of the University and no aifficulty ig expected in contimuing our present work in
ethics, religion and philosophy. 1t may be nocessary, however, to discontimue the
sunday morning service for gtudenta - or to replace 1t by & week-night forum in
vhich religious matters would be discussed but without formel worship.

Vith the resignation of Dr. Smith, the University hes lost the center of
ite religious program. Dr, Smith demonatrated that in the ond the greateet re-
ligioua influences can bo exercised through personal contact with students, many
of which grow out of discussions that bogin in the classroom. Two incidents in the
st year ehow how profound such discussiong can be. One Moslem student cams to
Ir. Smith stating that he remembercd a diecussion in his sophomoTre year relating
to the Christian concept of forgiveness &s & bagic ethical attitude. He now faced
a situation where he needed to forgive &n enemy and wanted to know how 8 Christian
gets this grace of forgivenses into hig character. OGuch an inquiry opened the
door for deep personal sharing of the meaning of the Christian experlsnce. Another
NMoglem graduate wrote from Yemen, deploring the anti-Jewish riots then golng on and
saying "¥hen will we learn that only Chriet's law of love will solve the world's
problemsi® To further such influences, 2 apiritusl leader with edequate tralning
in the field of Fhilosophy and Religlon mst be found at once.

Every year underscores the lesson that the ultimate religious effectivenees
of the institution liee in the motivation of sach member of ths pormenent staff,
There can be no subetitute for misglonary comnitment in each of our permanent men.

VI. - CONCLUSION

~ Many details of the yoar 's work havo not been reported here since the de-
pertmental records ars roadily availeble. That is significant is that once 2gain
persons, monsy, buildings and motives have been combined in another year of unique

effort through which Christ's way of garvice and Hie vieion of the Finglom of God

havs been brought closer %o the Nile Valley.

JOHN §. BADRAU
Preosidont

Fovember 4, 1948.

(See folder Permanent File for Departmental Reports of
194448 - under "Reports - Departmental®)




